
Reading for 
pleasure



What was your 
favourite children’s 

book?



Aims of the Session

✗ Why is reading important? 

✗ How do your children experience reading? 

✗ What do we do at King Henry VIII 3-19?

✗ What can you do?
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Why is reading 
important?
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“The new Reading Framework …makes clear 
that…providing as many opportunities as possible for 

children to read and be read to is the single most 
important and beneficial thing that schools can do..”

Oxford Education, 2023 

What does the research say?
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- Positive reading attitudes associated with higher average 
reading achievement and overall attainment in school

- It develops imagination, empathy and an understanding of 
the world

- It supports their vocabulary and communication skills
- It supports their wider learning across the curriculum
- It improves general social and emotional well being

What are the benefits of reading?
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•Reading enjoyment levels have decreased significantly since the 
pandemic.
•Young people’s reading enjoyment is at crisis point with the lowest 
enjoyment levels recorded in 2023 since 2005.
•Just 2 in 5 young people aged between 8-18 enjoy reading in their 
spare time.
•Fewer boys enjoy and engage in reading in their spare time 
compared with girls.
•Reading enjoyment decreases with age. 

However…



How does your child 
feel about reading? 
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What would your child say about 
reading? 
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Why might they enjoy it or not? 



The Importance of Fluency



What do we do at 
King Henry VIII 3-19? 

3
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● DEAR time

● Dedicated library and book corners 

● Reading aloud to younger pupil sessions

● Ambitious school canon and reading pathways

● This is just the start… 



What can you can 
do?4
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1. Read with your child and talk to them 
about what they are reading
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What kind of 
conversations 
can you have?
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Time to practise! 
Choose the book you think your child would like the most. What 
questions could you ask about: 

○ the cover?
○ the blurb?
○ the pictures?  
○ the first page?
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2. Make time to share in reading -
anything and in any language!
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- Reading a poem together 

- Reading a newspaper/ magazine 

- Cooking a recipe together 

- Read out loud to each other 

- Read silently with each other
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3. Model being a reader
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Having books in the home is associated with both reading enjoyment and 

confidence. Of children who report having fewer than 10 books in their 

homes, 42% say they do not like reading and only 32% say they are 'very 

confident' readers. For children who report having over 200 books at home, 

only 12% say they do not like reading and 73% consider themselves 'very 

confident' readers. 8

[McGrane et al. (2017) Progress in International Reading Literacy Study (PIRLS): National Report for England p. 16]

https://readingagency.org.uk/about/impact/002-reading-facts-1/reading-facts.html#fn8
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/664562/PIRLS_2016_National_Report_for_England-_BRANDED.pdf
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4. Engage with outside resources
•Local library in Abergavenny - use the Libby app!
•Monmouthshire’s online “Request and Collect” 
service using the My Monmouthshire App. 
Collections will be available from Abergavenny, 
Caldicot, Chepstow, Gilwern Monmouth and Usk 
Community Hubs.
•Local bookshops – Abergavenny, Chepstow etc. 
•Hay Festival website.
•Useful research / resources on the National Literacy 
Trust website. 



4. Audio Books
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5. Subtitles on your TV

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I-zISnJ-oao
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5. Subtitles on your TV - in any 
language!  

Based on an academic study of 2,350 
children, 34% became good readers 
with schooling alone. But when 
exposed to 30 minutes a week of 
subtitled film songs, that proportion 
more than doubled to 70%. There are 
lots of studies about the benefits of 
subtitles. This is just one!
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Contact 
Mr. Charles Allen - Assistant Headteacher (Lower Phase)
ALLENC157@Hwbcymru.net

Mrs. Ellie Davies - Assistant Headteacher (Middle Phase)
Eloise.Davies@KHS.schoolsedu.org.uk

Mrs. Jo Mayo - Deputy Headteacher
MayoJ@Hwbcymru.net

mailto:ALLENC157@Hwbcymru.net
mailto:Eloise.Davies@KHS.schoolsedu.org.uk
mailto:MayoJ@Hwbcymru.net


Thank you!

Do you have 
any questions?
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